
A FEW EXTRACTS FROM A RESEARCH PAPER I DID!! 

ONE 

Never in the history of our nation have public schools been under such relentless attack. Never in the 

history of teacher unions has there been a greater urgency to rethink strategy says Bob Petersen 

(1999) teacher union activist in the USA. The South African Business Report (2011) stated that 

Education in South Africa, with a few exceptions, is in a shambles and in dire need of major repair. The 

report further stated that teacher unions have a key role in fixing of education. 

TWO 

Whittle (2007) argues that teacher unions, and the South African Democratic Teachers Union (SADTU) 

in particular, were active role-players in shaping the new educational trajectory and discourse and 

that it was particularly because of the acquiescence of the union that the government was able to 

embark on the road of neo-liberal restructuring with very little organized opposition. SADTU’s weak 

opposition to the rising influence of neo-liberal educational restructuring greatly facilitated the 

creation of a two-tier education system that South Africa is grappling with today, one for the rich and 

one for the poor (Whittle, 2007).  

THREE 

In South Africa there is a negative public image of teaching, teachers and teacher unions. Teachers are 

largely criticized for low commitment to their profession as it is for instance characterized by 

extremely low time on task.  

FOUR 

This negative public perception is not only true for South Africa. In the US critics complain teachers’ 

unions stand in the way of education reform, and protect underperforming educators. Randi 

Weingarten (2010) from the American Federation of Teacher claims that teachers must play a key role 

in shaping education reform, and “that administrators must share responsibility for student 

performance”. During a debate on whether teacher unions help or hurt education reform Tom 

Loveless (2000) from the Brown Center on Education Policy indicated that the American public is split 

on the subject of teacher unions; 27% indicated they helped, 26% said they hurt and 37% said they 

made no difference (ibid). Juan Williams (2014) reported that the National Education Association and 

American Federation of Teachers are the most organized and powerful voices in education politics. 

These unions continue to block reforms needed to improve schools by rather putting their focus on 

teachers instead of pupils. 

FIVE 

The crisis that is portrayed in the media is of a different nature. The media crisis rarely talks of 

inequitable funding, of widely disparate communities with widely disparate resources, of this 

country’s growing gap between the have and the have-nots. Instead, this media crisis cuts a broader 

swath and acts as if public schools cannot do anything right and that teacher unions are the enemies 

of education (Peterson, 1999). Essential to social justice unionism is recognition that schools have 

played a dual, contradictory role in society. On the one hand, they reinforce and reproduce class, racial 



and gender divisions and inequality. On the other hand, they provide an opportunity to break down 

divisions and inequalities (ibid). 


